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We hate to say we told you so, but as it turns out, the decision to “repurpose” (read: close) the
Cactus Cafe was not the carefully considered, democratically decided, student-guided decision
President William Powers Jr. made it out to be at last week’s forum.

In a surprisingly frank admission, Andrew Nash, president of the Student Events Center, told The
Daily Texan on Sunday that he was unaware that Cactus Cafe operations would be cut until he
was told so in executive committee on Jan. 29.

Unfortunately, rather than call for a delay in the decision and public debate before moving forward,
he and other student members, including Student Government President Liam O’Rourke, rubber-
stamped the decision. O’Rourke was aware of the plan but did not inform the public or his fellow
committee members.

“To be completely honest, I didn’t know the closing of the cafe was an issue,” Nash said.

The faculty members of the Texas Union Board were also excluded from the discussion. In a post
on the “Save the Cactus Cafe” Facebook page, board member Thomas Garza — his authorship
verified by The Austin Chronicle — explains that he and two other faculty board members were
absent from Friday’s meeting and were unaware that a decision could be made, as the topic was
not on the meeting agenda. 

Now Nash and O’Rourke, along with other unspecified board members, are preparing to make a
proposal to the board that would not undo their previous decision but instead set up a committee
to bring different musical activities to the space. They plan to keep the name “Cactus Cafe,”
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to bring different musical activities to the space. They plan to keep the name “Cactus Cafe,”
though it would be a bit disingenuous, as the room would not regularly provide food or drinks.

We suggest an alternate approach. Rather than move forward as though the Jan. 29 decision
were final and immovable based on a non-inclusive browbeating session in which a few
uninformed students rubber-stamped an administrative agenda, we suggest that the proposal to
“repurpose” the cafe by removing current management, food, alcohol and regular Austin
community involvement be brought to the committee again. This should happen at an open and
well-publicized meeting.

Reversing this decision would not be a sign of weakness. Rather, it would show appreciation for
public input and validate the board’s commitment to serving students.


